
 

Ribbon Cutting  
Schroeder/Vogel 
Park Playground 
Saddle Creek &  

Pine Streets 
Friday, Sept. 5 

5:00 PM 
Picnic supper  

Catered by TBD 
 
Games & Activities 
for kids of all ages 

 
Please bring:  

water or drinks  
(no alcohol, please) 

friends & neighbors  
chairs/blanket 
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President’s Letter  
Playground Ribbon Cutting Scheduled  

After two and a half years of fundraising, talk and more talk, the 

playground at Schroeder/Vogel Park is under construction. We are planning a 

ribbon cutting ceremony on Friday, September 5 at 5 PM to celebrate.  

Mayor Jean Stothert and representatives from the Omaha Parks 

Department and the Parks Foundation will join us. In addition to the newly 

installed equipment, we’ll have games and activities for the kids and a picnic 

dinner for everyone. 

We’re talking with nearby grocery stores and businesses to get the food 

donated for the event. If you have connections, let me know! We’ve spent all 

of our money on the playground equipment!  

If you’d like to help with the planning or the activities, or if you’ve got 

any special talents to share or an inside track to entertainment -- face painting, 

balloon animals, music, jugglers, pony rides, chain saw carving, whatever -- 

please call Eileen Slane (402-553-5988). This will be a big party, so we’ll 

need lots of hands to pull it off smoothly!  

Please invite nearby schools, day cares or other businesses and neighbors 

to come out and celebrate with us.  

I’ll see you at the park!  

Avery Schwer 

 

  

Caterpillar Exhibit – The park looks like a Caterpillar zoo with several species 

of on display. 

Check out the park renovation article in the Saturday, July 26, 2014 issue of 

the Omaha World Herald. http://www.omaha.com/living/out-with-the-old-in-

with-the-new-at-schroeder/article_0c71fab6-f44a-5c7e-aa9f-

a51428aad2bd.html

http://www.omaha.com/living/out-with-the-old-in-with-the-new-at-schroeder/article_0c71fab6-f44a-5c7e-aa9f-a51428aad2bd.html
http://www.omaha.com/living/out-with-the-old-in-with-the-new-at-schroeder/article_0c71fab6-f44a-5c7e-aa9f-a51428aad2bd.html
http://www.omaha.com/living/out-with-the-old-in-with-the-new-at-schroeder/article_0c71fab6-f44a-5c7e-aa9f-a51428aad2bd.html


your neighborhood bank      more

You may know us as the friendly, neighborhood bank. But there’s more to the 

story than that. Here, you’ll find mortgage experts to help with all of your  

purchasing, refinancing, and home equity loan needs. You’ll find experienced  

financial advisors who can provide you with the custom planning and consultation 

you need to meet any dream. Plus, you’ll find insurance experts who know how 

to save you money on anything from home, auto, and life to business and health 

insurance. Best of all, you  

can find it right here. In your 

neighborhood. What more 

could you ask for? 50th and Underwood    dundeebanking.com

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER.

Securities offered through Securities America Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through Securities America Advisors, Inc.  

Dundee Bank dba Dundee Financial Services and the Securities America companies are unaffiliated.

NOT A DEPOSIT. NOT FDIC INSURED. NOT INSURED BY ANY GOVERNMENT AGENCY. NOT BANK GUARANTEED. MAY LOSE VALUE.



Aksarben-Elmwood Park 

Neighborhood Association 

Executive Board 
President – Avery Schwer 

402-554-2777 

V.P. – Angie Podoll 

402-699-0300 

Secretary – Tim Potter 

402-830-5694 

Treasurer – Eileen Slane 

402-553-5988 

 

Committees 
Membership Director 

Scott Swanson 

402-553-1483 

Community Service & 

Beautification 

Open 

Social Director 

Lois Ourada 

Media Director 

Mike Kresnik 

mikekresnik@gmail.com 

Communications Director 

Therese McGrath 

tmcgra@creighton.edu 

 

Newsletter 
Editor – Colleen Ciciulla 

402-556-3462 

colleenciciulla@gmail.com 

We welcome ideas and photos 

for the newsletter. Send articles, 

information and photos to 

colleenciciulla@gmail.com. 

Publisher – Ellen Shurson 

402-714-1016 

ellenshurson@gmail.com 
 

The Aksarben Elmwood Park 

Neighborhood Association 

newsletter is published monthly 

by Shurson Publishing. 

Direct all advertising inquiries  

to 402-714-1016. 

No warranties of the products or 

services printed herein are 

express or implied by either the 

Association or Shurson 

Publishing. 

Bottle Tree Burns Bad Spirits  
Sakura Yodogawa-Campbell 
commissioned the bottle tree in her 
yard near 60th & Walnut Streets 
from an artist friend who lives in 
Malvern, Iowa and works as a nurse 
at the Veterans’ Hospital. The artist, 
Chris Killion, has a hobby of building 
"man cave" or workshop tables 
made of iron and other metals.  

Sakura asked if he could make her a 
bottle tree and described a little of 
what she wanted. He researched 
their history and discovered that in 
Africa, it is believed the bad spirits 
fly up into the bottles and the heat 
of the sun burns them up.  

Friends and family provide the bottles, and although she hasn’t done 
much else to adorn the tree, Sakura plans to add lights and bells now 
that two smaller bottle "bushes" have recently sprouted under the 
tree.  

 
Meeting Notes   
The evening of our July meeting was a beautiful night, so attendance at 
the meeting was a bit sparse, but we had five first-time attendees and 
our speakers shared the following good news:    

“Our neighborhood is SAFE!” Lt. Jerry Siedlik from the Omaha Police 
Department repeated that three times . The rash of burglaries that 
have been reported are of the “grab & go” variety ; thieves looking for 
a quick buck with no confrontation.   

“Worm poop is like gold!” Glenn Wigodsky shared how he and his wife 
Nicole are building a sustainable food supply with their garden, 
chickens and a planned aquaponic greenhouse. Glenn says, “I’ve got 
worms (that eat my garbage, including junk mail).”   

 
AEPNA Membership Form 

Name: _______________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________________  

Email Address:_________________________________________ 

Type:   ____  Household $10.00            ____  Business $20.00         
____  New       ___  Renewal     ____   Gift  
 
Please make check payable to Aksarben-Elmwood Park NA  
Mail to: 1302 S. 56 St.  Omaha, NE 68106  

mailto:tmcgra@creighton.edu


P.O. Box 6665 

Omaha, NE 68106 
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Do you have InDesign or 

Quark? Contact Colleen at 

402-556-3462 or email at 

colleenciciulla@gmail.com if 

you can help prepare this 

monthly newsletter for 

printing.  

“Criminals Take 2-3 Seconds to decide whether to break into a place.” 
 
OPD Lt. Jerry Siedlik had these common sense crime prevention tips:  

 Lock the door between your garage and your house  

 Be a “good nosy neighbor”  

 Leave a radio on so it appears like someone is home  

 Call 911 – even if it’s not an emergency, if you want an officer to 
come to the scene, call 911 to report something 
 

 

AEPNA Business Members 
 

Anderson Industrial Engines Co. * Broadmoor * Cars R'Us Auto Body * Circle Theatre    

Clooty Tree Massage * Courtyard by Marriott * Elmwood Tower   

Godfather’s Pizza/Aksarben Village * Hertz Equipment Rental * Hy-Vee * JCoco * Kids DIY Studio  

Learning Headquarters * LIV Lounge * Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church & School * Noddle Companies  

Olsson Associates * Pinhook Flats * Pruitt Outdoor Power * Sandra Turner Real Estate  

 Security National Bank/Aksarben Village * Shurson Publishing * St. Mathew Lutheran Church   

Tasty Pastry * The Gourmet Granola * Tracks * UNO College of Business *  

UNO Community Relations * Unleashed Omaha, LLC * Village Canvas and Cabernet 
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