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Next Meeting ...
Thursday, November 21
6:30 — 8:30 PM
Guest speakers from:
Omaha Parks & Recreation
Omaha Parks Foundation
Canvas & Cabernet

Saint Matthew Evangelical
Lutheran Church
1725 S. 60th Street

3rd Thursday
Every Other Month

Bring a friend or two
and join us!

November 2013

L The Park Bench

M AEPNA Association Newsletter

Visit us online at aepna.org

President’s Letter
Big Steps

We’re several steps closer to opening the path between the neighborhood
and the campus. AEPNA officers met with John Royster, UNO campus architect
George Killian, and our Councilman Chris Jerram to review the final plans for the
new sidewalk between our neighborhood and UNO. Work is scheduled to begin and
possibly be completed this year if we have nice weather. This small change can have
a really big impact on our quality of life because of the accessibility to the campus,
businesses, and other neighbors.

Midtown Neighborhood Alliance awarded us a $750 grant which will be
applied to the Schroeder-Vogel Park project. We are close enough to the funding goal
to start work. Pat Slaven, from the Omaha Parks & Recreation Department, and
Amber Miller, from the Omaha Parks Foundation will attend our November meet-
ing to give us an update and possibly a start date for the playground improvement
project.

Kathy Moritz Byrnes from Canvas and Cabernet (a new Business Member)
will talk about her business and how she helps people to express their creative side.
I’m sure it will be interesting! Check it out online at canvasandcab.com.

The AEPNA board has been discussing signs to identify the neighborhood.
The Midtown, Dundee and Morton
Meadows areas have signs at key en-
trances to their neighborhoods.
W Costs, design, location, funding

- sources and grants are all part of the
discussion.
If you’d like to be part of the
process, please let me know.
I hope to see you at the Novem-
ber 21 meeting!

Avery Schwer

Sidewalk planning meeting.

Green With Energy Efficiency Envy

It’s not easy being Green. Using push mowers, riding a bicycle to work (even with a bike lane on Leaven-
worth), remembering to bring cloth bags to the grocery store... it takes physical and mental energy.

While your Green neighbors boast about their low utility bills, you feel
crushed by your gas, water and electricity bills. Your windows are leaky; your chil-
dren never close a door or turn off a light and your teenagers drain the hot water
heater daily. The Zero Net Energy Test House (ZNETH) around the corner might as

well be in another universe.

To help preserve the peace between the Green and the Not-so-Green neigh-
bors, upcoming newsletters will include simple tips and affordable ways to make
your home cozier and your carbon footprint a bit smaller.

Envisioning Possibilities



your neighborhood bank 3 more

You may know us as the friendly, neighborhood bank. But there’s more to the
story than that. Here, you’ll find mortgage experts to help with all of your
purchasing, refinancing, and home equity loan needs. You’'ll find experienced
financial advisors who can provide you with the custom planning and consultation
you need to meet any dream. Plus, you’ll find insurance experts who know how
to save you money on anything from home, auto, and life to business and health
insurance. Best of all, you

can find it right here. In your Y d U ndee bank
neighborhood. What more A BRANGH OF SEGURITY STATE BANK | MEMBER FDIC

could you ask for? 50th and Underwood dundeebanking.com

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER.

Securities offered through Securities America Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through Securities America Advisors, Inc.
Dundee Bank dba Dundee Financial Services and the Securities America companies are unaffiliated.

NOT A DEPOSIT. NOT FDIC INSURED. NOT INSURED BY ANY GOVERNMENT AGENCY. NOT BANK GUARANTEED. MAY LOSE VALUE.
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Executive Board
President - Avery Schwer
402-554-2777
V.P.- Tom Prohaska
402- 554-1353
Secretary - Tim Potter
402-830-5694
Treasurer - Eileen Slane
402-553-5988

Committees:
Membership Director
Scott Swanson
402-553-1483
Community Service and
Beautification
Open
Social Director
Lois Ourada
Media Director
Mike Kresnik
Communications Director
Therese McGrath
tmegra@creighton. edu

Newsletter
Publisher, Ellen Shurson
402-714-1016
ellenshurson@gmail.com

The Aksarben ElImwood Park
Association Newsletter is
published monthly by Shur-
son Publishing. Direct all ad-
vertising inquires to
402-714-1016. Send all articles
for submission and press re-
leases to Shurson Publishing,
131 N. 31 Avenue, Omaha,
NE 68131, e-mail to ellen-
shurson@gmail.com to arrive
by the 1st of the month of
publication. Content may be
edited for clarity and space
considerations. No war-
ranties of the products or
services printed herein are ex-
pressed or implied by either
the Association or Shurson
Publishing.

Small Wonders

Big Visions
When you hear the term “eyesore” what do you picture in our neighborhood?

An abandoned house or overgrown lot? A neglected patch of city property?
A crumbling wall? Piles of trash? Take a walking tour and look at the neighborhood
from an outsider’s point of view. What places look tired and run down? Uninviting?
Dangerous?

Now spend some time and energy envisioning that eyesore converted into
something beautiful or amazing or inspiring... What would it be? A community gar-
den? A patch of green? A mosaic of pavers? A safe place for biking or walking?

Then ask yourself what it might take to turn your vision into a reality. The
first thing that comes to mind is a community
— people who share the vision and have an in-
vestment in making it happen. Expect some
obstacles and bumps on the path of every im-
provement. But this is your neighborhood, ¥
your community. Make it the kind of place ' @
that you are proud to call home. ' .

If you have visions that you’d like to = &
share or get help organizing, contact Avery |
Schwer, AEPNA President and member of |
our neighborhood visionary team.

A : 3
Looking at the world through a new set of eyes.

Correction

Last month, Tom Prohaska was identified as a part of the “regular clean-up
crew” that meets monthly at Schroeder/Vogel Park. Unfortunately, there is no longer
a regular crew. Neighbors and volunteers show up as they can, sometimes the “crew”
is a single person. Knowing in advance how many people will participate makes it eas-
ier to organize and prioritize tasks. Contact Eileen Slane if you want to be counted
among the regulars for the monthly clean-up activities.

AEPNA Membership Form

New ____ Renewal ____
Name:
Address: zip
Home Phone:
Circle one: Household Business
$10.00 $20.00
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: Email Address:
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1

1

I Please make check payable to:

1 Aksarben Elmwood Park Neighborhood Association

: Mail to: 1302 South 56th Street Omaha, NE 68106
[0}
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AEPNA Business Members

Anderson Industrial Engines, Co.

Bailey’s Landscape & Design

Bob Whitehouse - University of NE Board of Regents
Broadmoor

Canvas and Cabernet in Aksarben Village
Cars R’Us Auto Body

Circle Theater

Clooty Tree Massage, LLC

Courtyard by Marriott at Aksarben
Elmwood Tower

Godfathers Pizza Aksarben Village

Hertz Equipment Rental

Hy Vee

j-coco

Learning Headquarters

Liv Lounge

Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church & School
Noddle Companies

Olsson Associates

O.F.D. Education Station #10 - David Mann
Pinhook Flats

Security National Bank AkSarBen Village
Shurson Publishing

Spruce Interiors & Gifts

St. Matthew Lutheran Church

Star Deli

Tasty Pastry

UNO College of Business, Pacific Campus
University of Nebraska at Omaha

PRSRT STD
US Postage
PAID
Omaha, NE
Permit 1638

AEPNA CLASSIFIED /WANT ADS

Denny’s Handyman Service
Carpet Restretch
Painting & Home Repairs
397-4223 Area References

To Reserve this Space
Email
ellenshurson@gmail.com
Call 402-714-1016.

Advertising Rates: $5 for three lines plus $1 for each additional
line. 25 characters per line, count all spaces & punctuation. Sub-

missions will be edited to fit contracted space.

Send ad text and check to Shurson Publishing, 131 N. 31 Ave.

Omaha, NE, 68131. Call 402-714-1016.

Welcome New Business Members!
Canvas and Cabernet in Aksarben Village and
Elmwood Tower
Is your business located in the AEPNA boundaries?
Join the association to support the neighborhood!

Canvas & Cabernet




