
Asking what the best play-
ground surface is is like ask-
ing what the best barbeque
is…it’s a matter of taste and
presentation and, yes, cost.
All of the options (rubber,
sand, shredded tires, gravel,
wood chips, turf, tile,
mulch) have their zealous
proponents.  
As we prepare for redoing
the playground at
Schroder/Vogel Park, we’ll
need people who are pas-

sionate about playgrounds.
Eileen Slane says a hundred
grand doesn’t go as far as
you hope when you’re pur-
chasing equipment that’s
built to last. So before we
spend $100,000 on equip-
ment and landscaping, we
want to research and ex-
plore our options in terms
of safety, sustainability, aes-
thetics and cost. 
Eileen is looking for a core
group of concerned neigh-

bors who will help think
things through fully so
when the time comes to
make the purchase, we get
the most for our money. If
you’ve got kids who will use
the playground or if you just
like shopping with other
people’s money, this is your
opportunity! PLEASE
contact Eileen to get in on
the ground (dirt?) floor of
this opportunity. 

AEPNA was invited to

staff the beer tent at the

first (annual) Aksarben Vil-

lage RibFest and more than

50 volunteers – some from

as far away as Canada –

stepped forward to help.

We ended up staffing both

the beer and soft drink

tents and checking ids

to issue wristbands for

alcohol. It was a blast!

We lasted longer than

some of the rib ven-

dors and by the end of

the event, we had

raised more than

$5,200 to be used for

our matching grant to

upgrade

Schroder/Vogel Park play-

ground equipment.

On an organizational level,

we raised awareness of

AEPNA (you couldn’t miss

us in those safety green

T’s!) and proved that

AEPNA is a good partner

for community events.

That we were able to mo-

bilize 50+ workers over the

course of 3 days is a testa-

ment to the association’s

officers and members.

Thank you. Thank you.

Thank you.

On a personal level, I have

to say that if this is volun-

teering, sign me up! I had

fun serving up beer, soda,

and water during three cool

days in August. I also got

to do some great people-

watching and listen to sev-

eral good blues bands for

FREE.

The September meeting

should be packed. We’ll

hear from the City of

Omaha about plans for

the S/V Park playground

improvement. And we’ll

get insider tips on the

reEnergize program re-

cently in the news. Leon

Komar, an energy audi-

tor who lives in our

neighborhood will make

this meeting well worth

your time!  See you there.

Avery Schwer
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Next Meeting ...
Thursday, Sept 20th

6:30 – 8:30 PM

Guest speakers from 
City of Omaha: 

Park Improvement plans 
for Schroder/Vogel Park 

&  ReEnergize Omaha: 
Energy Audits & Energy  

Smart Communities 

Saint Matthew Evangelical
Lutheran  Church
1725 S. 60th Street

3rd Thursday
Every Other Month

Bring a friend or two and
join us! 

President’s Letter

Play Ground Passion

Jerry & Chris Shriver

Boots on the Ground in the Village



You may know us as the 
friendly neighborhood bank.

Now you can know us as  
the easy, convenient, instant, 
handy, no-hassle, real-time, 
good-for-the-environment  
bank that just so happens  

to also be the friendly  
neighborhood bank.

5015 Underwood Ave    I    402.504.4000    I    dundeebanking.com

Stop in and ask about  
our awesome new  

products and services.

Equal Housing Lender.



Tired of a plain old
easement? 

You can turn bare
parking into a showpiece
that suits your style and
level of care.  

A mere ten feet of con-
crete driveway separates
Cindy’s and Maureen’s
easements but it might as
well be the English
Channel. 

Cindy’s easement is a
formal French garden
style marked by geome-
try, restraint and order.
Maureen’s evokes a
charming English garden
with a profusion of colors
and a mix of plantings
(including watermelon
hidden in the blooms). 

Both are beautiful and
elevate a difficult public
space that bears the in-
sults of plowed snow

piles, salt and careless
drivers who take the term
“parking” literally. 

AkSarBen- Elmwood
Park 

Neighborhood
Association

Executive Board
President - Avery Schwer 

402-554-2777

V-President- Tom Pro-

haska - 402-554-1353 

Secretary - Tim Potter

402-553-7007

Treasurer - Eileen Slane

402-553-5988

Committees: 
Membership/Bylaws

Scott Swanson 

402-553-1483

Community Service and

Beautification 

Open

Social Activities 

Susan Prazen
Webmaster- Mike Kresnik

Facebook Maven

Therese McGrath

tmcgra@creighton. edu

Newsletter

Publisher, Ellen Shurson

402-551-6787

ellenshurson@gmail.com

The Aksarben Elmwood Park
Association Newsletter is
published monthly by Shur-
son Publishing. Direct all ad-
vertising inquires to 551-6787.
Send all articles for submis-
sion and press releases to
Shurson Publishing, 131 N. 31
Avenue, Omaha, NE 68131, e-
mail to ellenshur-
son@gmail.com to arrive by
the 1st of the month of publi-
cation. Content may be edited
for clarity and space consid-
erations. No warranties of the
products or services printed
herein are expressed or im-
plied by either the Associa-
tion or Shurson Publishing.

AEPNA Membership Form 
New ___   Renewal ___

Name: _____________________
Address: __________________  zip __________
Home Phone: __________________________
Email Address: _______________________

Circle one: Household Business
$10.00 $20.00

Please make check payable to: 
Aksarben Elmwood Park Neighborhood Association 
Mail to:  1302 South 56th Street   Omaha, NE 68106

Small Wonders

Campaign for LOCAL Control

The Campaign for LOCAL Control of alcohol has worked with the City

of Omaha for nearly two years to design an ordinance to more effectively con-

trol alcohol sales at the local level. Through the use of zoning ordinances and

impact fees at the local level, the aim is to proactively address public nuisances

and pay for enforcement. For more information about the Campaign for

LOCAL Control, go to www.Projectextramile.org or call (402) 290-8187. 

Neoclassical or Romantic?
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US Postage 
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Omaha, NE 

Permit 1638

P.O. Box 6665 

Omaha, NE 68106

See your business here –
join using the form on p. 3! 

AEPNA Business Members 
Anderson Industrial Engines, Co.

Bob Whitehouse - University of NE Board of Regents

Broadmoor

Circle Theater 

Clooty Tree Massage, LLC

Courtyard by Marriott at Aksarben

Fidelity National Title Group

Hertz Equipment Rental

Learning Headquarters

Liv Lounge

Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church & School

Noddle Companies

Olsson Associates

O.F.D. Education Station #10 - David Mann 

Pinhook Flats

Security National Bank

Shurson Publishing

St. Matthew Lutheran Church

Star Deli

Tom the Balloon Guy

UNO College of Business

University of Nebraska at Omaha

AEPNA CLASSIFIED /WANT ADS 

Advertising Rates: $5 for three lines plus $1 for each additional

line.  25 characters per line, count all spaces & punctuation. Sub-

missions will be edited to fit contracted space.

Send ad text and check to Shurson Publishing, 131 N. 31 Ave.

Omaha, NE, 68131. Call 402-551-6787. 

Denny’s Handyman Service

Carpet Restretch

Painting & Home Repairs 

397-4223 Area References 

To Reserve this Space

Email

ellenshurson@gmail.com

Call 402-551-6787.

Save Energy. Save Money. 

Omaha and Lincoln got a $10,000,000 economic

stimulus grant from the Department of Energy to fund

energy efficiency programs for homes and other build-

ings. Find out how you can save energy and save money

at the same time through the reEnergize Omaha pro-

gram. 

For more information about reEnergize Omaha,

go to www.reenergizeprogram.org and come to the Sep-

tember meeting to talk with an energy evaluator. 


