
Mega-events like the Berk-

shire Hathaway annual

shareholder meeting, Col-

lege World Series and

Olympic Swim Trials make

Omaha look great, but small

events make Omaha

home. Block parties,

ice cream socials,

and barbeques build

bonds and

strengthen a sense of

community. We can

be proud of Warren

Buffett and cheer for

great athletes, but a gift of

homegrown tomatoes or

praise for a garden yields

valuable social capital. 

Make your block buzz with

a block party. Propose the

idea to a few neighbors and

set a date, time and place

that will make it easy for

neighbors of all ages and

physical ability to attend.

With a bit of legwork to

spread the word door to

door, you can bring an en-

tire block to life. The act of

inviting in itself builds com-

munity. Invitations made in

person (with a “refrigerator-

ready” reminder) are great

opportunities to visit with

neighbors. The event will

take care of itself; typically

everyone brings something

and helps set up and clean

up. All it takes is one person

to get the ball rolling.  

Will you be the life of your

block party? 

The Garden Walk last

month made our neighbor-

hood look wonderful.

More than 100 people

toured the 5 gardens and

the event raised more than

$1,000. Special thanks to

Scott Swanson who organ-

ized the walk and

to all of the

homeowners who

opened their gar-

dens to us! 

The AEPNA pic-

nic is at the Elm-

wood Park

Pavilion on July

19th. There’ll be

fun and games

and a raffle of prizes from

neighborhood businesses.

Raffle proceeds will go to-

wards the matching grant

for Schroeder/Vogel Park

improvements. We’ve got

$11,000 of the $50,000 we

need to raise for the new

playground equipment and

landscaping. 

In addition to the food, fun

and games, we’ll have two

brief but important presen-

tations by guests: 

Someone from the Neigh-

borhood Watch will ex-

plain the program and how

it makes communities bet-

ter. Any Neighborhood

Watch Captains in the

AEPNA area who attend

the picnic will get a triple

bonus: the picnic satisfies

the annual meeting re-

quirement, you’ll get a

complimentary association

membership, AND you’ll

have fun!

John Royster and Michael

Killeen from Big Muddy

Architects will show some

design options for the

Mayor’s Grant project at

66th and Woolworth

Streets. They have done a

great job helping us with

this project. The designs

are an exciting first step to

transforming an obstacle

into a bridge. 

I’ll see you at Elmwood on

July 19th! 

Avery Schwer 

July 2012

The Park Bench 
AEPNA Association Newsletter

Visit us online at aepna.org 

Picnic!
Thursday, 

July 19th 
6:30 – 8:30 PM 

Elmwood Park 

Pavilion 

Main Dish - Catered  

Sides – Potluck: 

A-L- desserts  

M-Z- salad/veggies 

Bring a Friend or Two!

Meeting Schedule...
3rd Thursday

Every Other Month

Saint Matthew Evangelical
Lutheran  Church
1725 S. 60th Street

President’s Letter

CWS. Olympic Swim Trials. Block Parties.

Millers & Olsons at 2011 picnic 



You may know us as the 
friendly neighborhood bank.

Now you can know us as  
the easy, convenient, instant, 
handy, no-hassle, real-time, 
good-for-the-environment  
bank that just so happens  

to also be the friendly  
neighborhood bank.

5015 Underwood Ave    I    402.504.4000    I    dundeebanking.com

Stop in and ask about  
our awesome new  

products and services.

Equal Housing Lender.



Hanging the flag is
a small act of patri-
otism for most of us,
but when the flag is
huge and the line
runs high up in the
trees and over the
street, that act would
seem like an act of
valor in itself.  Brent,
a patriot and a
proud member of
the Iron Workers
Union 21, rigged up
a line between the
tree in his yard and
in his neighbor’s
yard across the street
several years ago.
Then on American
holidays like Flag
Day, Memorial Day,
and the Fourth of

July, Brent shimmies
up the tree in his
front yard and raises
the colors. The over-
size flag once flew
on a building in
downtown Omaha
so it’s an impressive
display of Old Glory
on a quiet neighbor-
hood street. We
salute you, Brent! 

For information on
flag etiquette such as
how to display, fold
and retire a flag, go
to www.flagcode.us 
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The Aksarben Elmwood Park
Association Newsletter is
published monthly by Shur-
son Publishing. Direct all ad-
vertising inquires to 551-6787.
Send all articles for submis-
sion and press releases to
Shurson Publishing, 131 N. 31
Avenue, Omaha, NE 68131, e-
mail to ellenshur-
son@gmail.com to arrive by
the 1st of the month of publi-
cation. Content may be edited
for clarity and space consid-
erations. No warranties of the
products or services printed
herein are expressed or im-
plied by either the Associa-
tion or Shurson Publishing.

AEPNA Membership Form 
New ___   Renewal ___

Name: _____________________
Address: __________________  zip __________
Home Phone: __________________________
Email Address: _______________________

Circle one: Household Business
$10.00 $20.00

Please make check payable to: 
Aksarben Elmwood Park Neighborhood Association 
Mail to:  1302 South 56th Street   Omaha, NE 68106

Small Wonders

National Night Out on Tuesday, August 7
National Night Out is an event designed to bring neighbors to-

gether. It can be as simple as inviting neighbors over for tea on the

porch or as complex as a progressive dinner party. An easy option

is a potluck block party.  Whichever way you go, let us know what

you do to celebrate and strengthen your neighborhood on August

7th. Post your photos and stories on AEPNA’s Facebook page or

send them to us at AEPNA1@gmail.com 

Patriots on Pierce
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Friends of First Responders
Want to learn more about supporting our 

First Responders?
Visit FirstRespondersOmaha.com and select the

Friends of First Responders tab 
or call 402-334-1700

See your business here –
join using the form on p. 3! 

AEPNA Business Members 
Anderson Industrial Engines, Co.

Bob Whitehouse - University of NE Board of Regents

Broadmoor

Clooty Tree Massage, LLC

Courtyard by Marriott at Aksarben

Fidelity National Title Group

Hertz Equipment Rental

Learning Headquarters

Liv Lounge

Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church & School

Noddle Companies

Olsson Associates

O.F.D. Education Station #10 - David Mann 

Pinhook Flats

Security National Bank

Shurson Publishing

St. Matthew Lutheran Church

Star Deli

Tom the Balloon Guy

UNO College of Business

University of Nebraska at Omaha

AEPNA CLASSIFIED /WANT ADS 

Advertising Rates: $5 for three lines plus $1 for each additional

line.  25 characters per line, count all spaces & punctuation. Sub-

missions will be edited to fit contracted space.

Send ad text and check to Shurson Publishing, 131 N. 31 Ave.

Omaha, NE, 68131. Call 402-551-6787. 

Denny’s Handyman Service

Carpet Restretch

Painting & Home Repairs 

397-4223 Area References 

To Reserve this Space

Email Shurson@msn.com

Call 402-551-6787.


